Excerpts from the Israeli Declaration of Independence
Issued in Tel Aviv on May 14, 1948 (5th of lyar, 5708)
Excerpt #1: Historical Imperative
(1) The Land of Israel was the birthplace of the Jewish people. Here their spiritual,
religious and national identity was formed. Here they achieved independence and
created a culture of national and universal significance. Here they wrote and gave
the Bible to the world.
(3) Impelled by this historic association, Jews strove throughout the centuries to go back
to the land of their fathers and regain their statehood. In recent decades they
returned in masses. They reclaimed the wilderness, revived their language, built cities
and villages and established a vigorous and ever-growing community, with its own
economic and cultural life. They sought peace yet were ever prepared to defend
themselves. They brought the blessing of progress to all inhabitants of the country.
(4) In the year 1897 the First Zionist Congress, inspired by Theodor Herzl’s vision of the
Jewish State, proclaimed the right of the Jewish people to national revival in their own
country.
(6) The Nazi holocaust, which engulfed millions of Jews in Europe, proved anew the
urgency of the reestablishment of the Jewish State, which would solve the problem of
Jewish homelessness by opening the gates to all Jews and lifting the Jewish people to
equality in the family of nations.
Excerpt #2: Values
(14) THE STATE OF ISRAEL will be open to the immigration of Jews from all countries of
their dispersion; will promote the development of the country for the benefit of all its
inhabitants; will be based on the precepts of liberty, justice and peace taught by the
Hebrew Prophets; will uphold the full social and political equality of all its citizens,
without distinction of race, creed or sex; will guarantee full freedom of conscience,
worship, education and culture; will safeguard the sanctity and inviolability of the
shrines and Holy Places of all religions; and will dedicate itself to the principles of the
Charter of the United Nations.
(18) We offer peace and unity to all the neighboring states and their peoples, and invite
them to cooperate with the independent Jewish nation for the common good of all.

